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INTRODUCTION
The Iowa State Department of Public Instruction, through the cooperation
of the Vocational Education Branch, Guidance Services Section, and the local
area school staffs, conducted a follow-up study of 15,000 vocational-technical
students terminating enrollment in approved vocational-technical programs
during the 1967-1968 school year. The students included in this follow-up
study were those students terminating either by completion of an approved
vocational-technical program or by withdrawal before completion from an
approved vocational-technical program.
The study included secondary students (grades 9-12) and first- and
second-year post-secondary students (area schools). The students were
enrolled in 244 secondary schools and 16 post-secondary schools which had
approved vocational-technical programs.
LIMITATIONS
Information regarding the vocational-technical students was submitted
on an MRC Form (Number 1858) by the local and area school staffs. The local
vocational education and guidance staffs were instructed to cooperatively
record the required information. Numerous forms were returned with less
than completed data. The information presented in the following tables is
a summary of the data submitted by the local and area educational agencies.
Despite the fact that information was not available for all students
terminating vocational-technical programs during the 1967-1968 school year,
the data compiled on the respondents serves as a sample of the tota:!
vocational-technical population in the State of Iowa.
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The 12th-grade vocational-technical program enrollees were represented
by 7,581 individual reports of the 10,240 students identified as enrolled
in vocational-technical programs up to and including October 1, 1967. The
12th-grade vocational-technical students identified in the follow-up study
represented 74 per cent of the total identifiable l2th-grade vocational-
technical enrollment.
First-year post-secondary vocational-technical program enrollees were
represented in the follow-up study by 2,670 of the 4,411 identifiable
enrollees.up to and including October 1, 196/7. This return represented
60.53 per cent of the total identifiable enrollees in first-year post-
secondary vocational-technical p-C ograms. Second-yeaf post-secondary
vocational-technical program enrollees were represeftted by 540 of the 925
enrollees up to and including October 1, 1967, or 58.30 per cent.
The enrollees terminating vocational-technical programs at the 9th-,
10th-g and llth-grade levels were not tabulated at this time even though
this data was collected and constituted part of the 15,000 students for
which data is available.
WHEN EXAMINING THE TABLES, IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS DATA DOES
NOT REPRESENT ALL THE STUDENTS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN ENROLLED IN APPROVED
VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL PROGRAMS FOR THE 1967-1968 SCHOOL YEAR. THIS DATA
IS A REPRESENTATION OF THOSE STUDENTS FOR WHICH LOCAL AND AREA SCHOOLS
SUBMITTED USABLE QUESTIONNAIRES. SOME PROGRAMS IN SOME SERVICE AREAS MA.Y
NOT BE PRESENTED IN THE SUMMARY DUE TO INCOMPLETE DATA AVAILABLE.
METHOD
Using specifications provided by the Guidance Services Section of the
State Department of Public Instruction, the Iowa Educational Information
.3-
Center (IEIC), through the facilities of the Measurement Research Center (MRC) ,
developed the Op-Scan questionnaire used to collect information for this
study (see Appendix A). Using the questionnaire as a model, the Guidance
Services staff developed a detailed set of instructions for completing the
questionnaire (see Appendix B). Vocational-technical student enrollment
figures were obtained through the cooperation of the Vocational Education
Branch of the State Department of Public Instruction. Packages of materials,
including questionnaires and instruction sheets, were put together for each
school district with a vocational or a technical program. There were 244
such school districtso These materials were mailed May 16, 1968 to all area
schools and local educational districts having administered one or more
approved vocational education programs during the 1967-1968 school yearo
The local educational districts and area schools returned the completed
student questionnaires to the Department of Public Instruction,, The question-
naires were then delivered to the Information Center, where all data was
placed on magnetic data processing tape for analysis. The analysis resulted
in state summary data presented in the tables which follow. The data was
also developed for and distributed to each local and area school district in
the table format utilized in this the 1969 Vocational Education Student
Follow-up o
F IND INGS
Table 1 shows the distribution of vocational-technical education enrollees
by service area, sex and grade level, who terminated approved vocational-
technical programs during Fiscal 1968. Termination refers to either completing
-4-
a prescribed vocational-technical program or withdrawing from a program prior
to its completiono It must be realized that the data in Table 1 does not
represent all vocational-technical program enrollees, but only those students
for which information was submitted by the local school districts.
Information was available for 10,791 12th-grade and first- and second-
year post-secondary vocational-technical program enrollees. The 12th grade
had the largest representation with 7,581 students. Home Economics (Useful)
had the largest representation of any service area with 2,805 females and 45
males terminating enrollment during Fiscal 1968.
Table 1. Distribution of vocational-technical education enrollees who terminated vocational-technical


































































































































































Other (not classified) will not be analyzed in the following tables.
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The information in Table 2 shows the employment status of 12th-grade
vocational-technical enrollees and the relationship between program com-
pletion and non-completion. The greatest number of full-time employees
were male students who completed a vocational agriculture program. The
home economics service area is represented by 679 students who completed
a vocationdl-technical program and were employed full time. When
evaluating the data presented in Table 2, Tables 8, 14, 17, 20, 23, and
26 should be considered. The information in Table 2 may be misinterpreted
if it is not considered in light of the other alternatives available to
12th-grade students. The information in Table 8 indicates the reasons
for unemployment of students who had been enrolled in vocational-technical
programs. Table 14 presents the educational status of the 12th-grade
student. Table 25 presents their military status.
-7-
The information in Tables 3 and 4 indicates the employroent; status of
first- and second-year post-secondary vocational-technical program enrollees
who terminated vocational-technical programs.
Table 3 shows that Health Occupati-ons had the most f?.rst-year post:-
secondary students who completed a vocational-technical program employed
full-time with 398 females and 11 males employed full time. The question-
naires that were returned for the survey indicated that Office Education
had 270 first-year post-secondary females who completed the prescribed
program and were employed full time,
Table 4 indicates that 207 male second-year post-secondary technical stu-
dents who completed a vocational-technical program were employed full time.
It must be kept in mind that the first- and second-year post-secondary
students who terminated a vocational-technical program also have several
attentions or obligations before accepting full-time employment. Tables 9,
10, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, and 28 indicate the status of many
of the students who were not employed as of October 15, 1968»
As can be observed from the tables, some of the students went into
military service or advanced educational programs. It is interesting to
note on Tables 9 and 10 that only five first-year post-secondary and no
second-year post-secondary enrollees who completed a vocational'-tectinical
program were not employed because of the lack of employable skills. This
number represents a very small percentage of the total unemployed enrollees
reported who completed the prescribed vocational-technical programs in
1967-68 (1.03%).
Table 5 shows the employment status of 12th-grade students who were,
enrolled in a vocational-technical program during the 1967-68 school year
who completed or did not complete the program and the relationship between
area of preparation and occupation by service area and sex. It is evident
from Table 5 that a much higher percentage of the 12th-grade students who
completed a vocational-technical program prior to termination were employed
in the occupation for which they were trained in comparison to those who
did not complete the program.
When examining Table 5, it appears that a high percentage of the
vocational-technical program enrollees is not employed in occupations for
which they were trained or in related occupations. However, it must be
realized, as shown in subsequent tables, that many of these students are
in post-secondary educational programs, military service, or preparing
for military service prior to accepting full-time employment.
Table 2. Employment.status of 12th-grade students who terminated a vocational-technical program by































































































































































































Table 3 a Employment status of first-year post-secondary students

































































































































































































Table 4. Employment status of second-year post-secondary students who terminated a vocational-technical
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Table 5o Employment status of 12th-grade students who terminated a vocational-technical program, and








































































































































Table 6 reveals that 1,025 first-year post-secon,dary vocational-technical
program enrollees who completed programs before termination were employed
in the occupation for which they were trained. An examination of the sub-
sequent tables shows that many of the persons not recorded in one of the
three classifications are either enrolled in other training programs or
completing their military obligation.
The information in Table 7 indicated that 264 of the second-year post-
secondary students who completed a vocational-technical program were em-
ployed' in occupations for which they were trained. Four (4) of the persons
who did not complete the vocational-technical program before termination
were employed in occupations for which they were training.
Table 60 Employment status of first-year post-secondary students who terminated a vocational-technical











































































































































Table 7. Employment status of second-year post-secondary students who terminated a vocational-technical



















































































Table 80 Reasons for unemployment of 12th-grade vocational-technical program enrollees who terminated


















































































































































































Table 9. Reasons for unemployment of first-year post-secondary vocational-technical program enrollees
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Table 15, Present educational status of first-year post-secondary students who completed or did not


























































































































































Table 16o Present educational status of second-year post-secondary students who completed or did not
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Table 17. Types of training enrolled in by 12th-grade students who completed a vocational-technical



























































































































Table 18, Types of training enrolled in by first-year post-secondary students who completed a






























































































Table 19. Types of training enrolled in by second-year post-secondary students who completed a





































































Table 20. Types of training enrolled in by 12th-grade students who terminated a vocational-technical






























































































Table 2lo Types of training enrolled in by first-year post-secondary students who terminated a



























































































Table 22, Types of training enrolled in by second-year post-secondary students who terminated a































































Table 23. Military status of 12th-grade vocational-technical students who completed a vocational


















































































































Table 24. Military status of first-year post-secondary vocational-technical students who completed







































































































Table 25. Military status of second-year post-secondary vocational-technical students who completed

































































































Table 26o Military status of 12th-grade vocational-technical students who terminated a vocational




























































































Table 27. Military status of first-year post-secondary vocational-technical students who terminated






























































































Table 28. Military status of second-year post-secondary vocational-technical students who terminated
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Follow-Up of Students Terminating
Approved Vocational-Technical Education Programs
in the 1967-68 School Year
May 9, 1968
Instructions for Completing Vocational Education
Student Follow-Up Questionnaire -- 1968
Purpose of Study; The purpose of this study is to collect follow-up information
regarding students terminating vocational-technical education programs during
the 1967-68 school year (July 1, 1967 - June 30, 1968).
For:
1. Compliance with U.S. Office of Education required Annual Financial
and Narrative Report for Vocational and Technical Education?
2. Provide common follow-up information to the local and area school
system.
3, Provide useful follow-up information for Department of Public
Instruction Guidance and Vocational staffs.
Population j:o be Surveyed^: For the purpose of this study, the following persons
must be surveyedi
1. All public secondary school students (grades 9-12) terminating
enrollment in an approved preparatory vocational-technical education pro-
gram during the 1967-68 school yearo
2,, All public post-secondary students terminating enrollment in an
approved preparatory vocational-technical program during the 1967-68
school year.
Definition of Terms:
lo Enrollment: For the purpose of this survey, a student was enrolled
in an approved preparatory vocational-technical education program if he
officially enrolled in and attended at least one regular class meeting of
a course offered in an approved preparatory vocational-technical education
pro gram.
2. Terminations A student may have terminated enrollment in the
following manners:
Ao Completion of the approved preparatory vocational-technical
program.
B, Withdrawal from an approved preparatory vocational-technical
education program but retained status as a student at the
institution,.
Co Withdrawal from the secondary or post-secondary institution at
which he was enrolled in an approved preparatory vocational-
technical education program,,
Instructions - 2
3. Approved Preparatory Vocational-Technical Education Program; An
approved Preparatory Vocational-Technical Education progtatn is that program
which meets the following criteria;
A. Has been approved by the State Department of Public Instruction,,
B. Has met the program requirements and provisions for reimburse-
ment as established by the State Plan for Vocational Education
C. Are designed to prepare an individual for employment in a
specific job or career area.
Responsibilities of Secondary or Merged Area School Personnels The completing of
the questionnaires is a joint or Cooperative activity involving the counseling
and the Vocational Education staff and the studento (Att. #1)
lo Responsibilities of the Studento The student will:
A. Complete the name grido
B. Fill in sex.
C. Fill in date of birth,
D. Fill in student classification.
2o The responsibilities of the Vocational Education staff;
A. Complete service area (vocational program)o
B. Complete type program.
C. Complete termination date.,
D, Complete program completion statuso
E» Complete program header sheet and sign it.
F. Cooperate with the counselor in completing follow-up items on
the questionnaireo
3, The responsibilities of the Counseling staffs
A. Coordinate the vocational fotlow-up in each buildings educational
district and/or merged area institution.,
B. Grid in CardPac numbers.
C. Cooperate with Vocational Education staff in completing follow-up
items on questionnaireo
D. Sign program header sheet
General Information:
When possible, a local or merged area district may wish to have each student
Instructions - 3
terminating a vocational education program during the fiscal (July 1 - June 30)
complete the specific information (i,Co, name, date of birth, student classi-
fication and sex) as suggested under Procedures presented below prior to termin-
ation of the program. A student could be identified prior to graduation (May
or June) or at the time of withdrawal and the specified information completed
by the student. Provisions must then be made to determine the status of the
student as of October 15 of the following year» This procedure, when imple-
merited, should reduce the clerical task of recording routine data,
All questionnaires recording follow-up information on students terminating
enrollment in an approved preparatory Vocational-Technical Education program
during the 1967-68 school year must be completed and submitted to the Vocational
Education Branch, Iowa Department of Public Instruction, by November 15, 1968 o
1. A completed Vocational Student Follow-yp Program Header Sheet (Atto #1)
must cover the questionnaires completed for students terminating enrollment in
each approved preparatory Vocational-Technical Education program. Both the
guidance counselor and the vocational education instructor must sign the Header
Sheeto
2. All questionnaires identifying students terminating enrollment in
approved Vocational-Technical programs must be completed indicating status of
student as of October 15, 1968,
3. The completed questionnaire must be returned in the self-addressed
envelope provided. The information for the identification of your school
district and county appears on the return address labelo
4. Affix postage to envelope.
5o Mail to Vocational Education Branch, Iowa Department of Public
Instruction by November 15, 1968o
Procedures:
Complete one questionnaire for each student who terminated enrollment in an
approved preparatory Vocational-Technical Education course or program during
the 1967-68 school year,. If a student was enrolled in more than one approved
j>reparatory Vocational-Technical Education program; i,eo, home economics and
office education, complete one (1) questionnaire for that student for each
course or program the student was enrolled during the 1967-68 school year-
Use a regular lead pencil to record all information on the questionnaire.
When marking an oval to record response, shade oval completely,,
1. STUDENT NAME (Completed by Student)
Instruct the student enrolled in the approved Preparatory Vocational-
Technical Education program to print his last name in the row of boxes
at the bottom of the name grido Begin with the first box, and print
one letter in each box. Skip one box and print the first name. Now
skip a box and print the individual's middle initialo
If any student s name is too long for the squares provided, print
the last name in full and as much of his first name as possible,
Instructions - 4
Mark the ovals in the alphabet columns above the name» Begin with
the first letter of the last nameo Make a heavy mark right over the
oval containing this letter. Make your mark large enough to fill the
oval completely, but do not go into other ovals. Find the second letter .'
of the name in the second alphabet column, and fill in the ovalo Do
the same for each letter of the name. When you come to the blank space
between the last name and first name, fill in the blank oval at the top
of the column. Do the same for the blank between the first name and
middle initial and fotc the unused column(s) at the end of the name.
Be sure that you make a mark in every column of the name block, either
a mark covering a letter or a mark in the blank oval at the top of the
column.. Also check to make sure that only one oval is marked in each
column. If you make a mis take 3 erase it carefully.
2. PUPIL CARDPAC NUMBER (Completed by Counselor; Principal if no counselor
is employed)
A. Secondary Students
The . secondary student CardPac number can be obtained from the Card
Deck No o 13 of the CardPac information that has been submitted to each
local educational district that has participated in CardPac during the
past school yearo Card Deck Noo 13 contains a card of identification
for every student recorded as grade 12 during the 1967-68 school year.,
If the student for which you are completing this questionnaire was
classified other than grade 12 during the past yearg the CardPac number
can be obtained by a review of the CardPac deck which corresponds to
his grade placement during the past year.
B. Post-Secondary Students
Many students may not have been assigned a CardPac number or that
CafdPac number may not be available» If the CardPac number is available,
please recordo If the CardPac number is not available, disregard the
"PUPIL CAKDPAC NUMBER" section, but complete the "DATE OF BIRTH" section
of the questionnaire.
3. SEX (Completed by Student)
Mark the appropriate response (M) if the student is a male, and (F)
if the student is female.,
4. t)ATE OF BIRTH (Completed by Student)
Complete only for those persons not assigned a CardPac number.
5. VOCATIONAL PROGRAM STUDENT ENROLLED (Completed by Vocational Staff)
Indicate the specific program the person was enrolled in during the
1966-67 school yearo Mark only one response on each questionnaireo If
a person was enrolled in more than one approved preparatory program
during the 1966-67 school year; a separate questionnaire must be
completed for the person for each program.
Instructions - 5
6. CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENT DURING THE 1966-67 SCHOOL YEAR (Completed by
Student)
Mark the appropriate response to indicate the student's grade
placement at the time the student terminated enrollment in the
approved Preparatory Vocational-Technical Education program.
7. TYPE OF PROGRAM STUDENT WAS ENROLLED IN DURING THE 1966-67 SCHOOL YEAR
(Completed by Vocational Staff)
Indicate by marking the appropriate response whether this student
was enrolled in a "secondary" or "post-secondary" program at the time
student terminated enrollment in the approved preparatory Vocational-
Technical Education program.
Definitions:
Secondary - An approved preparatory Vocational-Technical
Education program administered by the local high school
district.
Post-Secondary - Vocational-Technical Education programs
for persons who have completed or left high school and
who are available for full-time study in preparation
for entering the labor market. Criteria for determining
programs eligible under this purpose are:
a. The individual must be available for full-time study.
b« The individual must have completed or left high school.
c. The individual is not in the labor force on a full-time
basis.
The program is administered by the area community college,
area vocational-technical schools, public junior colleges,
or public community collegeso
8. DATE TERMINATED PROGRAM (Completed by Vocational Staff)
Mark the appropriate ovaled number(s) to indicate the month, day,
and year that the student terminated enrollment in the approved prepa-
ratory Vocational-Technical Education program. You need not record
the specific day of termination if this date is not readily available.
It is most important that you record the "month" and "year" in the
appropriate columnso
9. PROGRAM COMPLETION STATUS (Completed by Vocational Staff)
Mark the appropriate response to indicate whether the person
'completed" or "did not complete" the approved Vocational-Technical
Education program at the time of termination of enrollment.
Also, mark the appropriate response ("yes" or "no") to indicate
whether the student graduated from the institution he was enrolled
in during the 1966-67 school year.
Instructions - 6
10, (Re-Verse side of questionnaire)
STATUS OF STUDENT AS OF OCTOBER 15, 1968 - Item one (1) through
eight (8) (Vocational Staff and Counselor)
Mark only the one (1) most appropriate response for each item. One
(1) response each should be marked for item numbers 2, 6, and 8. Mark
items numbered 1, 3, 4, 5, and 7, only if the item is appropriate,
INDICATE ACTIVITY AS OF OCTOBER 15, 1968 - Item number 9
Record the "present job" information if the person is employed either
part- or full-time.
Record the "educational program" information if the person is enrolled





/ / / / / Area Number





9th 10th llth 12th
Pos t-S eeond ary: __,
1st Yr. 2nd Yr.
(Signature of Guidance Counselor)
(Signature of Vocational Education Instructor)

